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accomplishments. He was accepted as their
tutor, and after a few years the blind
monarch, gratified with the result, gave
Drona means to march against Drupada, and
punish the royal offender. A Kuru army
invaded Panchala Land, and conquered half
the kingdom.

In deference to his late brother's wishes,
Dhritarashtra had appointed the eldest Pan-
dava as heir to the crown; but so violently
were the jealous Kauravas opposed to what
they considered an act of injustice that the
feeble old King, at last, yielded to their
grievances. Prince Duryodhan, the eldest
Kaurava, was now made heir-apparent, and
it was owing to his spite and intrigues that
the five Pandavas were sent into exile.
Duryodhan, in his iniquity, even gave secret
orders to set fire to the house where his
banished cousins were sleeping. But they
were warned of the evil design, and escaped
into the forest.

Among noble Hindu maidens it was a
time-honoured custom to have their suitors
invited to a military tournament, and bestow
heart and hand on the gallant knight who
proved himself first champion in a passage-
of-arms and the ensuing games of chivalry.